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The Ivies have always been hard to get into,
but the pandemic has made gaining entry into
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With many U.S.
colleges opting to make SAT or ACT scores

the schools even tougher.

optional over the past two years, the number
jumped,
record low acceptance rates

of applications has leading to

The eight Ivy League universities —Brown,
Columbia, Cornell, Dartmouth, Harvard,
Princeton, University of Pennsylvania and
Yale — issued their acceptances on Thursday
evening, with some reporting the lowest

admission rates in their histories.

Harvard’ s acceptance rate fell to 3. 19%, the
lowest since it was founded 386 years ago,
as a record number of applicants applied for
spots in the class of 2026,
student newspaper The Harvard Crimson. Yale
and Brown also

according to
reported record low
acceptance while
unchanged from its 3. 7% acceptance rate last
year, which was a record low at the time.
Dartmouth’ s 6.24% rate edged up from last
year.

rates, Columbia was

Three Ivy League schools opted out of sharing
their acceptance rates because they want to
play down their selectivity, according to
the Wall Street Journal. But it’s not just
these elite colleges that are tougher to get
into than ever. Many U.S. universities this
year are reporting record low acceptance
rates after switching to test—optional
policies during the pandemic that opened the

door to a larger pool of applicants

”Students who normally would self—-select out
of the admissions pool — they would look at
the average SAT score and not apply — those
applying,” Michelle
president of college counseling company The
College Spy, told CBS MoneyWatch.

kids are McAnaney,

She added, “These are straight—A students
who are taking hard classes and perform well”
but who may not score highly on standardized
tests. “They are putting their hat in the
ring.”

McAnaney said that some independent
educational consultants are also seeing a
higher share of waitlisted applicants this

year, which could indicate that colleges are
having a difficult time assessing their
“vield,” or the percentage of admitted
students who will end up accepting a spot in
their freshman class

“For students, it keeps them hanging,” she
said. “The most selective schools are even
more selective than they were.”

It’ s an issue that extends beyond Ivy League
Other
reported record-low acceptance rates this
year include Rice University (8.56%) and
Tufts (9%). Many universities also reported
a record number of applications, from the
University of Virginia to University of
Pittsburgh.

schools. universities that have

university 1is
after

At least one prestigious
ditching
trying that approach during the pandemic,
when it was difficult for many students to
schedule SAT or ACT exams amid cancellations
and COVID-related disruptions.

test-optional policies

MIT on March 28 said it would again require
SAT or ACT scores, noting that the tests help
the university identify whether applicants
are academically prepared.

The tests “also help us identify
socioeconomically disadvantaged students
who lack access to advanced coursework or
other enrichment opportunities that would
otherwise demonstrate their readiness for
MIT,” wrote MIT dean of admissions Stu
Schmill in a blog post about the decision.
“We believe a requirement is more equitable
and transparent than a
policy.”

test—optional

Other wuniversities are extending their

test-optional policies, such as Boston
University, or are dropping tests altogether
their
University of California’s 10 schools said

last year that they would no longer use SAT

from admissions  process. The

and ACT scores in its admissions process. In
3



February, the school said it had a record
number of applicants for the 2022-2023
adding that it saw a sharp
increase in socioeconomic diversity.

school vyear,

Overall, the admissions process remains
fraught for students and their families, but
McAnaney noted that most U.S.

accept the majority of students who apply.

colleges
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TITLE: What to Know About Deferred College
Admission
U.S. News / May 15, 2020

As the novel coronavirus continues to shake
up college admissions, some students are
wondering whether they should bother to
enroll for the fall semester or take their
chances and put college off for a year by
deferring.

One recent survey found that of the
respondents who are considering changing
their plans to enroll at a four—year college,
17% are weighing a delayed enrollment until
spring 2021 and another 16% are
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contemplating a gap year. These findings
come amid great uncertainty for what the fall
semester will look like amid the ongoing
pandemic.
that students are reluctant to spend the fall
term in online classes only.

Various other surveys have shown

*Why pay full tuition
to sit at home and watch videos all day
Ibrahim  Firat, chief
educational consultant at Firat Education,

”1 hear students ask,
long?”  says
an admissions counseling group.

While some colleges have announced plans to

bring students back in the fall, others have
declared the coming semester will happen
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largely online. Many colleges are still
grappling with a decision as the COVID-19

pandemic continues

Given this uncertainty, U.S. News spoke with
education experts about deferred admission
to help families understand that process for
students, the
available and the potential outcomes.

accepted opportunities

The National
Admission Counseling describes
admission as “an opportunity for a student
who has been admitted to delay or defer
enrollment for a year or a semester.”

Association for College

deferred

The organization notes that “a deposit is
often required by the college to hold a place
in the next class, and it is the college’s
right to expect the student to account for
the time spent between graduation from high
school and matriculation at the college.”
Additionally, the student is expected not to
attend another college in that time without
permission from the school that deferred
admission.

Expecting applicants to “account for the
time” between high school and college often
means joining a structured program, like a
gap vear, where accepted students explore
interests and service

career complete

projects.

NACAC also outlines the difference between
a student-requested deferral as described
above and a college—initiated deferral in
which the school offers entry at a later date,
perhaps as a guaranteed transfer admission.

Deferred admission in the above context is
not to be confused with a policy some
colleges use of deferring students who
applied in early action or early decision
rounds to the regular decision applicant

pool.

Mitch Gordon, CEO and co—founder of Verto

Education, a first—-semester study abroad
program, says the prospect of starting
school online 1is wunappealing for many

students.

“Students want a transformative college
they want to be challenged

stretched
experience life from a new perspective, and
build meaningful new relationships,” Gordon
wrote in an email. “College is as much about

experience -

academically, emotionally,

finding who you are a person as it is about
academics. ”

But students should also know that gap year
programs are not immune from the coronavirus.
The same pandemic that bedevils college
campuses is also playing out in gap year and
study abroad programs.

The international aspect of many gap years
is in flux, experts note

“T’ ve been concerned about the idea that a
gap year would be a good choice right now, ”
says Jane Dané, associate vice president for
enrollment management at O0ld Dominion

in Virginia. “What typically
students and families to the

University
attracts
opportunity for a gap year, those components
don’ t really exist right now.”

Ethan Knight, executive director and founder
of the nonprofit Gap Year Association,
acknowledges that international options are
limited at the moment, though some overseas
gap year programs are pressing on.

“The major rise is in domestic gap year
programs,” Knight adds

With the uncertainty surrounding the fall
semester, Knight says web traffic has surged
students are
that

for his organization, and
increasingly curious about options

allow offline learning

He points to programs such as AmeriCorps and
Corps,
typically in remote settings. Some gap year
programs also offer hybrid models with an

7
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online component.

Like the college experience this fall, there
are both pros and cons for students going the
gap year route.

Among the pros listed by Knight are new
opportunities for students as programs adapt
to changes forced by the pandemic. He also
sees a gap year as a way for students to wait
for the “college
normalize.” Additionally, he adds that a gap

campus experience to
year will “allow more time for 2020 income
to reflect your financial aid needs.”

For the cons, Knight sees limited travel and
availability as issues for students. And,
like colleges, some of the experience 1is
likely to be online. An added challenge is
navigating the timeline to decide on taking
a deferral. Many students are trying to make
this choice while colleges have yet to
announce their intentions for the fall.

What to Weigh When Considering Deferred
Acceptance

Firat proposes that students ask themselves

four key questions before deferring
enrollment this fall:

. Can the college meet my financial
needs?

. Will the college accept my deferral
request?

° How will this affect career and
graduate school goals and timelines?

. What else can I do if I don’ t attend

college in the fall?

As indicated by the second question, it’ s up
to the college to approve a student’ s request
for a deferral. And, as noted by NACAC,
likely expect to see a
structured program in place if a student does
plan to defer.

colleges will

But considering the reach of the pandemic,
colleges are also offering a greater degree
of flexibility as students scramble to set
their plans in place for the fall, says Bob

Davies, president of Central Michigan

University.

Davies understands why applicants may be on
the fence about the fall semester. ”“I think
that a lot of students are eager to have the
campus environment.”

As such, CMU - which is distant from major
metro areas - has decided to reopen campus
this fall. Details on what that will look
like are still being finalized, but it will
likely mean a mix of in—person classes with
remote options built in, smaller class sizes
and reduced capacity in the residence halls,
Davies explains.

He hopes an open campus means that students
are less likely to defer this fall.

Dané at Old Dominion - which also plans to
open campus in the fall - worries that
deferred students will fall through the
cracks. She points to data from the National
Statistics that
indicates that high school graduates who
delay college enrollment by a year tend to
earn credentials at lower rates than peers
who enroll right away.

Center for Education

That’s a concern shared by others in the
field. Firat says that
first—generation or minority college
students are more likely to not attend
college if they delay enrollment straight
out of high school.

education

To Davies, the decision is clear. ”T would
argue that earning their college degree as
soon as possible
attractive option and will provide the
biggest returns in the future,” he says

is the best and most

Knight says students on the fence may want
to apply for a gap year program as they await
word on how their college will proceed this
fall. This can offer an alternative, he says,
noting that the deposit deadline for many gap
year programs is in the summer, so a student
can back out if the college he or she was
admitted to reveals its plan for the fall and
a student prefers to start school.



And Firat notes that there is still time for
students to submit an application to a local
university or community college if they plan
on staying near home in the fall. Hundreds
extended application

of colleges have

deadlines.

Considering the financial implications of
the choice between college and a gap year,
Gordon encourages students to explore what
is most important to them in these uncertain
and unprecedented times

”Is it about independence? Exposure to new
experiences that broaden your perspective?
A steady path toward a career you love?
Starting with your motivations for college
may shed light on the path forward. The fall
is going to look differently for all of us,
and that’s okay.”
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TITLE: Brandeis University Deferral Policy

Brandeis University website / Accessed on
April 4, 3033

The Brandeis University Office of Admissions
recognizes that some admitted students may
wish to defer their admission to pursue
Students admitted to
Brandeis as first—-years may defer enrollment
following the procedure outlined below.

In order to defer enrollment to Brandeis,

personal goals.
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students must submit a Deferral Request Form,
which can be found in your DEISconnect
account underneath “Thinking of Taking a Gap
Year?”. Recent examples
admissions deferral

of reasons for
requests included
obligations, medical

travel, and

military service
conditions,

research opportunities

religious and

The Office of Admissions processes deferral
requests on an ongoing basis, and students
will be notified via their DEISconnect
when their deferral has
reviewed. If you decide to apply for a
deferral of admission,
critical factors to note as you enter this

account been
there are several

process.
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The deadline for requesting a deferral is May
15. To request a deferral, you must submit
your enrollment deposit by the deadline
stated in your admission letter. If you have
any questions or concerns, please contact
Jing Zhang—-Benavot at
jbenavot@brandeis. edu.

You will be required to
nonrefundable deferral deposit of $800, in
addition to the $500 University Fee. This
additional $800 may be paid online or with
a check, and it will be credited toward the
Students who
receive Pell Grants are eligible for a
reduced deferral deposit. Once the deferral
request 1is reviewed and approved by the
Admissions staff, you will receive a notice
via your online account with instructions on
how to pay the deferral deposit. The deferral
deposit must be received by June 1.

submit a

first semester of tuition.

After the Deferral Request Form and $800
deposit has been received, you will be
notified via your online account that the
deferral has been granted. If you apply by
May 15, you will be notified by June 1.

Students may defer admission for one year.
Brandeis is only able to approve deferrals
beyond one year for obligatory military
service fulfillment. If you wish to extend
you must
reapply for admission. If you were admitted

your deferral beyond one year,

to Brandeis under an Early Decision round,
you are expected to uphold your commitment
and return to Brandeis following your gap
year.

Exclusions

Students admitted as transfers, visiting
students, into the Myra Kraft Transitional
Year Program, or admitted from the waitlist

may not defer enrollment.

If you have been approved to defer your
enrollment by the Office of Admissions, you
will not be required to submit the remaining
documents required to verify your financial
aid eligibility. The Office of Student
Financial Services will reach out in the
to complete a

winter with instructions

financial aid application.

If you received a need-based financial aid
award, you must reapply for financial aid for
the following year. The CSS Profile, the
FAFSA, and copies of student and parent
Federal Income Tax Returns will be required.
Because eligibility for financial aid is
determined each year based on current tax and
asset information, you are not guaranteed
the same financial aid award that was offered
with admission. If your family s financial
however,
Brandeis will make every effort to renew the

situation remains the same,

initial award offer.

If you have received a merit scholarship, you
will receive the same scholarship amount
after your deferral. However, any additional
program components of your scholarship
cannot be guaranteed each year.

We regard a deferral of admission as a mutual
commitment. We agree to hold a place for you
in the class, and you agree to enter Brandeis
one year later than your original offer of
admission. We expect that you will not apply
to other colleges during your gap year and
that you will not enroll at another college

as a degree—seeking candidate. We also
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require that you not hold a deferral at
another institution.
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Deferring Enrollment

Deferred college admission

Deferral policy x College Name
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