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TITLE ¢ U.S. Department of State Launches

International Education Week, Open Doors Report
2022
U.S. Department of State / November 14, 2022

From November 14-18, the U.S. Department of State,
in partnership with the U.S. Department of Education,
will celebrate International Education Week (IEW), an
annual joint effort to elevate the importance of and the
opportunities that international educational exchange
brings to campuses and communities, both in the
United States and around the world. This year’s theme,
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‘Open for Opportunity,” is confirmed through the
annual Open Doors Report, which measures and
outlines trends in international student mobility, and
reports that the United States maintains its ranking as
the top destination globally for international students.
International educational exchange, which welcomes
students from overseas to the United States as well as
Americans studying abroad, is a foundational pillar of
the U.S. people-to-people diplomacy efforts, a key
component of U.S. foreign policy.

Today, to kick off IEW, the Department of State, in
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collaboration with the Institute of International
Education (lIE), released the annual Open Doors
Report, which is available by request from the IIE.
According to the Open Doors data, the United States
was once again the top destination for international
study in academic year 2021/2022, welcoming 948,519
international students to U.S. colleges and universities,
a 4% increase from last year. The Open Doors data also
provides insights into the pandemic’s effect on
American students’ participation in study abroad
programs in academic year 2020/21. With U.S.
institutions of higher education pausing study abroad to
protect the health and welfare of their students, fewer
U.S. students studied abroad during this time frame,
and relied on virtual experiences and customized in-
person offerings. To learn more about the Open Doors
data, visit the Institute for I1E website.

In addition to the Open Doors Report, the Department
will highlight key aspects of international education
throughout the week, including: #StudyWithUS
engagement efforts to recruit international students to
study in the U.S.; diversity, equity, inclusion, and

accessibility (DEIA) efforts, spotlighting the
Department’s work with Historically Black Colleges
and Universities (HBCUs), Hispanic Serving
Institutions (HSIs), and key scholarship programs, such
as the Critical Language Scholars and Benjamin
Gilman and Fulbright Scholarship Programs; alumni of
international educational exchange who have gone on
to be impactful both in their communities and
countries; and a special program with Secretary of State
Antony Blinken and Foreign Service Officers, whose
careers were jumpstarted thanks to their Gilman
Scholarship experience.

More information can be found at the Bureau of
Educational and Cultural Affairs International
Education Week website. For press inquiries, contact
ECA-Press@state.gov. Follow the conversation on
social media at #IEW2022.
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TITLE: International Enrollment Rebounds
Inside Higher Ed / November 14, 2022

International enrollment has largely recovered from a
steep drop during the pandemic, according to a new
report. But some numbers are still short of pre-
pandemic levels.

International student enrollment bounced back last
year after a steep pandemic-fueled decline, according
to a new “Open Doors” report from the Institute of
International Education. The total number of
international students in the U.S. increased by 4
percent in the 2021-22 academic year and an
additional 9 percent this fall, following a 15 percent
drop in 2020-21.

Allan Goodman, IIE’s CEOQ, said the rebound is
consistent with historical precedent.
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“We have over 100 years of data on international
student mobility to the United States. This data
includes 12 pandemics and shows that educational
exchanges occur even during them and grow rapidly
afterwards,” he said.

In 2020-21, new international enrollments in U.S.
colleges and universities dropped by over 100,000,
cutting the previous year’s numbers almost in half,
according to the report. But last year, new
international student enrollment increased by 80
percent, returning to just below pre-pandemic levels.

The report also found that 90 percent of enrolled
international students returned to in-person learning
last year, and that international students accounted for
4.7 percent of U.S. higher education’s total student
population.

Mirka Martel, IIE’s head of research, evaluation and
6



learning, said the jump likely occurred because
students who’d been accepted during the pandemic
but deferred for a year finally came to campus.

International graduate students saw the largest
rebound, rising by 17 percent and surpassing pre-
pandemic levels of growth. Last year marked the first
time in a decade that international graduate students
outnumbered undergraduates. The report also found
that math and computer science surpassed engineering
as the primary field of study for international students,
with an increase of 10 percent last year.

But among some groups, the pandemic-triggered
decline continued, albeit less drastically. While
enrollment of first-year international undergraduates
rose by 20 percent, total international undergraduate
enrollment fell by 4 percent, suggesting that many
students who moved home during the pandemic did
not return.

Still, Martel said the overall picture is rosy, and she’s
hopeful that trend will continue.

“Less than two years following the outbreak of the

COVID-19 pandemic, student mobility has made a
strong comeback,” she said. “These findings highlight
the continued resilience of international educational
exchange and the commitment of U.S. colleges and
universities to host international students.”

Enrollment From China Still Down

Notably, Chinese student enrollment continued to fall
in 2021-22, dropping another 9 percent overall and 13
percent among undergraduates. That follows a nearly
15 percent drop in 2020-21.

Even so, China remained by far the top source of
international students for U.S. institutions. But India,
the No. 2 source, saw a 19 percent jump in U.S.-
bound students, slowly closing the gap.

Ethan Rosenzweig, the deputy assistant secretary for
academic programs at the U.S. Bureau of Educational
and Cultural Affairs, said one hurdle institutions have
faced in rebuilding international enrollment from
China is that recruiters still aren’t allowed to enter the
country due to COVID-19 restrictions.

“The Biden administration has been very clear that

Chinese students are welcome here,” he said. “I’'m
looking forward to the [People’s Republic of China]
opening its borders for U.S. universities to recruit in
person very soon.”

Rachel Banks, senior director for public policy and
legislative strategy at NAFSA: Association of
International Educators, said the continued difficulty
in gaining back Chinese students—a longtime priority
of international recruiters—illustrates the need for

more targeted recruitment from other countries.

“Increasingly over the past several years, | think it

has become clear how important it is to diversify
international student enrollment so we’re not just
relying on one or two countries,” she said.

A National Strategy for an International Problem

One major reason international students are so
important to the U.S. is because of their economic
impact, Banks said. Today, NAFSA released a report
on economic value of international students—both to
the higher education field and to the U.S. economy as
a whole—that found that the group contributed nearly
$34 billion to the U.S. economy last year, which is
still $6 billion below the pre-pandemic high-water
mark.

The calculation takes into account “both the micro and
the macro,” Banks said, from the purchasing power of
students in their host communities to the research and
business contributions of graduate and postgrad
students. Their tuition dollars are also an important
source of revenue for many institutions, especially
publicly funded colleges and universities that have
used international enrollment as a way to offset cuts to
state funding.

Banks said the IIE data, while promising, highlight an
issue she and her organization have raised with
government officials for years: the need for a
“national strategy” on international recruitment.

“For a long time, we’ve really coasted on just having

a strong higher education system compared to most
other countries and have relied on that as a calling
card for attracting students,” she said. “But we’ve
been increasingly outmaneuvered by competitors who
have moved aggressively to define their own national
strategies.”

Banks said those competitors—Canada and the United
Kingdom, chief among them—work to develop
policies on immigration and work visas that make it
easier, more appealing and more affordable for
international students to study there. She wants the
U.S. to do the same.

“We need to make sure that we’re pulling from a

broader number of countries and also, within those
countries, from all levels of society and not
necessarily just those students who can afford the
price tag,” she said. “That is definitely a hurdle that
we face against some competitors, is that we are by far
one of the more expensive destinations for an
international student.”

She also noted that international students may have
been turned off from studying in the U.S. by a number
of recent external factors: American mismanagement



of the pandemic, increasing xenophobia and the threat
of widespread gun violence among them.

“International students are very savvy in thinking

about their destinations beyond just the institution,”
Banks said. “We were already seeing international
student enrollment decline before the pandemic, and
COVID really put a lid on it. We’ve seen that lid lift a
bit with this latest data, but it’s not where it was or,
really, where it needs to be.”

U.S. Students Stayed Home

The Open Doors report also includes data on U.S.
students studying abroad during the 2020-21
academic year—which is a year behind the enrollment
data and reflects the impact of the pandemic on
forcing the vast majority of American students to
quickly return from overseas or cancel upcoming
study abroad plans. The number of students studying
abroad plummeted by 91 percent, according to the
report, and nearly 60 percent of students who did
study abroad that year did so during the summer of
2021.

The top destination countries remained relatively
stable throughout this decline, with Italy, Spain,
France and the United Kingdom topping the list, as
they did in 2019-20. South Korea advanced to the No.
5 spot, while Denmark and Costa Rica, previously
popular destinations, experienced more dramatic
declines.

Over all, fewer than 15,000 U.S. students studied
abroad during 2020-21, compared with over 150,000
the previous academic year. However, nearly 33,000
students participated in online global learning
opportunities, a category that included remote
internships, videoconference dialogues and classes
with foreign institutions.

“This showcases how U.S. institutions nimbly

reacted to provide students with online opportunities
when they were unable to travel due to the COVID-19
pandemic,” Martel said.
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TITLE: Vietham Ranks Fifth in Number of
International Students in US, According to Report
Erudera News / November 25, 2022

Students from Vietnam now represent the fifth
largest group of international students in the United
States, the annual “Open Doors” report released by
the Institute of International Education (l1E) has
revealed.

Last year, according to the same report, Vietnamese
students represented the sixth largest group of
international students in the country, Erudera.com
reports.

“As the United States approaches the 10th

Anniversary of U.S.-Vietham Comprehensive
Partnership, the Open Doors data is demonstrable
proof that education remains a cornerstone of the
bilateral relationship, while the nature of our current
educational cooperation is already strategic,” US
Assistant Cultural Affairs Officer Genevieve
Judson-Jourdain said.

Data indicate that the number of Vietnamese
students in the US institutions has increased at
almost all levels of study. The number of students in
graduate programs has increased by 6.5 percent,
non-degree programs by 23.3 percent, whereas of
those at Optional Practical Training (OPT)
programs by 4.4 percent.

In a statement posted on its website, the US
Embassy and Consulate in Vietnam said that based
on the “economy size and measured through GDP
output,” report shows that Vietnam now is the
largest source of international students to the US
compared to all other countries.
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“Vietnamese students also continue to demonstrate

a strong footing in strategically important subjects
across U.S. institutions such as science, technology,
engineering, and math (STEM) and
business/management studies. The percentage of
Vietnamese students pursuing STEM and
business/management majors are 47.1 percent and
25.6 percent respectively,” the embassy’s statement
reads.

Overall, international students in the United States
increased by 4 percent during the 2021/22 academic
year, whereas the number of international students
enrolling for the first time at US universities and
colleges rose by 80 percent. Figures also show an
increase in the number of new international student
enrollment across all US states, with 40 of 50 states
experiencing a rise of more than 50 percent.

The embassy said that the US Mission in Vietnam is
dedicated to strengthening the partnerships between
universities in Vietnam and those in the United States
regarding research and exchanges for students,
faculty, and staff in the two countries.

Open Doors report has also shown that the United
States has experienced the highest increase in the
number of students from Turkey in more than ten
years. Turkish students enrolled at US higher
education institutions in the 2021/22 academic year
increased by 4.4 percent. After the report's
publication, the US Mission in Turkiye said that the
results show the strong partnership in education
between Turkey and the United States.
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|. Fast Facts 2022 : https://opendoorsdata.org/fast_facts/fast-facts-2022/
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2. 2022 Fact Sheet JAPAN: https://opendoorsdata.org/fact_sheets/japan/
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U.S. Study Abroad — All Destinations: https://opendoorsdata. org/data/us-study-
abroad/al |-destinations/
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International Students — All Places of Origin:
https://opendoorsdata.org/data/international-students/al |-places-of-origin/
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U.S. Study Abroad — Fields of Study: https://opendoorsdata.org/data/us-study-
abroad/fields-of-study/
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Intensive English Programs : https://opendoorsdata.org/annual-release/intensive-

english-programs/ffpresentation
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