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Most U.S. colleges and universities follow either
the quarter or semester system.

The semester system gives students more time to
learn and build a rapport with professors.



- The quarter system offers ample flexibility and
smaller course loads each term.

- Transferring semester and quarter credits can pose
some challenges.

U.S. colleges and universities use different academic
calendars to organize courses, terms, and campus
events. The two most common calendars are the
semester system and the quarter system.

As a professor, | have taught under both systems, so |
am keenly aware of the pros and cons of each — for
students and professors alike. In this guide, we'll go
over the differences between the quarter and semester
systems before looking at the advantages and
drawbacks of both.

Quarter System vs. Semester: How Do They Differ?
A semester system generally consists of two 15-week
terms: one in the fall (followed by a winter break) and
one in the spring (followed by a summer break). The
average full-time student takes 4-5 courses per term, or
roughly 15 credits.

A semester school year typically starts in late August
and concludes in early May. About 95% of U.S.
institutions of higher education operate on a semester
calendar.

A quarter system consists of four 10-week sessions in
the fall, winter, spring, and summer. The average full-
time student takes 3-4 courses per term, or 9-12 credits.

An academic year on the quarter system normally runs
from mid-September through early June. The summer
quarter is optional and allows students to take more
classes and possibly graduate early.

Some examples of popular quarter-system colleges are
the University of Chicago, Stanford University, the
University of California system, and the University of
Washington.

The Pros and Cons of the Semester System

Pros

- More Time to Study: Students who take
semesterlong courses get more time to learn and
digest new material, as well as to create and
complete assignments. This extra time may be
especially helpful for graduate students, who are
often required to complete lengthy and rigorous
assignments.

- Easier Transition: Since the semester system
closely aligns with most high school and
community college schedules, it allows traditional
college students to adjust more easily to the novelty
of university life.

- Shorter Class Periods: Class periods on the
semester system are usually shorter than those on

the quarter system, lasting around 50-75 minutes
and accommodating most college students'
attention spans.

- Stronger Faculty Connections: Longer classes on a
semester calendar means more opportunities for
student-faculty interaction and relationship-
building, which can come in handy when it comes
to asking for recommendations for jobs and
internships.

Cons

- Switching Majors Can Be Costly: Students who
want to switch majors may end up taking and
paying for courses they don't need to graduate,
often up to 15 credits, which can add up to
thousands of dollars in tuition.

- Harder to Raise GPA: A student on a semester
calendar who fared poorly in a course may have a
harder time improving their GPA since each term
carries a larger weight as compared to quarter
terms.

The Pros and Cons of the Quarter System

Pros

- Lots of Flexibility: Students on the quarter system
get to experience more courses and interact with
more faculty members. By graduation, students
take roughly six more courses (or 18 credits) than
those on the semester system. Having more options
permits students to try out different majors, attempt
a double major, and register for elective courses
they may not otherwise pursue.

- Smaller Course Loads: Full-time students on the
quarter system take fewer classes at once (usually
3-4). As a result, they may find it easier to focus
and succeed in their coursework.

- Less Fretting Time: Shorter terms mean students
don't have to spend as much time in a class they
don't particularly enjoy (such as a mandatory
general education class) or with a professor they
don't get along with.

- Shorter Breaks Prevent Distraction: Having shorter
breaks between quarters (as opposed to one long
winter break and one long summer break between
semesters) can help students stay focused on their
studies and may make it easier for them to recall
prerequisite material.

Cons

- Internships Can Be Tricky: Students on the quarter
system may have a hard time landing internships,
as businesses and organizations generally set
internship program dates around a semester
schedule.

- Lack of Study Abroad Options: Quarter-system
4



students may be ineligible for study abroad
programs, which often run on a semester schedule.

Transferring Semester and Quarter Credits in
College

Whereas colleges on a semester system award semester
credits, those on a quarter system award quarter credits.
If you're considering transferring from a school with a
semester system to one with a quarter system (or vice
versa), credits can pose problems. How can you transfer
successfully from one academic calendar to the other?

Quarter-system colleges convert incoming semester
credits to quarter credits. Generally, academic advisors
are instructed to multiply any transferred credits by 1.5.
At the University of Washington, for example, "a
student who earns 30 credits in an institution on a
semester calendar would have earned 45 quarter credits
at the UW."

Similarly, students transferring quarter credits to
semester credits would need to divide quarter credits by
1.5. For instance, if a UW student transferred into a
program at Walla Walla Community College with 5
quarter credits under their belt, they'd now have 3.3
semester credits.

Many schools allow only a certain number of transfer
credits — usually up to 60. If you're considering
transferring to a university that uses a different
academic calendar than what your current school uses,
use this  quarter-to-semester-credit  conversion
calculator to help you determine how your credits will
convert.
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Dear Students, Faculty, and Staff:

We hope you have been able to enjoy the winter
holidays and to find a little time to relax and
rejuvenate. As we begin looking ahead to the start of
the spring semester and particularly for the benefit of
those returning from study abroad, sabbatical, or other
leave during the fall semester, we wanted to remind
you of our health and safety policies and
recommendations.

- Out of consideration of others, we ask that no one
return to campus with COVID or any other easily
communicable virus. If you are experiencing
any symptoms, please self-test for COVID prior
to your initial return to campus.

- The Health and Wellness Center will continue to
provide free COVID-19 testing for students.
Our COVID-19 testing capabilities include

COVID M= 7HA hEZTEITREH, Fufzb
ICBRBVWEHLELLEIY, 5% KR RA
Do, RREEDEMARREIA Y —BLARK
BHERLWHEL., FHICERREENH- 15
AlTlE, LI EBBLTVWEE T,

FEENIAI 2T 4 HARPELPT PR
REBDEELINAS-HII. BFOTHAH %
BEVWWELEIT. HFHAOMBESHFBLICL
I NEE R

L5 =
FryvoNAARL—=—Y a3 F—L4 Nina

Cheryl
Horsey, Reggie Jones, Beth Kotarski, Julia

Bisbee, Kim Cassidy, Kari Fazio,

McLaughlin, Angie Sheets.

www. DeepL. com/Translator (EXIRR) TERZR L
i L/ 7‘-:0

antigen testing and molecular testing (a more
sensitive test) if needed. We encourage all
students to contact the Health and Wellness
Center when they are not feeling well (or have
concerns about COVID) to receive medical
advice, testing, and treatment for a host of
illnesses in addition to COVID. Health and
Wellness Center Staff are preparing for the
possibility of increased testing demand and will
ensure that staffing can accommodate student
requests.

- We continue to strongly advise all campus
members to wear a mask when around others if
they have any respiratory symptoms, regardless of
testing results.

- The College continues to be “mask-friendly,”
meaning mask-wearing is supported but not
required in most spaces/at most times. Hosts of
gatherings and faculty in their
classrooms/learning spaces may require masks.
Masks are also required at certain times if you
have been exposed to COVID.



Even when masks are not required, individuals
may opt to wear a mask to reduce their exposure
to respiratory illnesses.  Well-fitted medical
masks (and specifically N95, KN95 and KF94
masks) are recommended in those cases. The
College will continue to make masks available to
students, faculty and staff who request support.

If you test positive for COVID or if you have
been a close contact with someone who has,
please follow the protocols on the COVID
website.  If you have COVID, you need to
isolate for at least 5 days.

If you are a close contact of someone who has
COVID, you are required to wear a mask when
around others for 10 days from the last day of
exposure to that person. However, you do NOT
need to isolate. As long as you remain masked
around others and are feeling well, you may
maintain normal activities.

In addition to COVID, flu and other viruses are
also quite common at this time of the year.
Frequent hand washing will help reduce risk of
transmission.

- Aflu vaccination and a bi-valent COVID booster
are important protections to severe illness. If
you have not yet received these vaccinations, you
may want to consider getting one or both before
returning to campus if you are eligible.

Please check the COVID website or contact one of us
if you have any questions. As always, we will
monitor circumstances, consult with public health
experts and the Montgomery County Public Health
Department, and notify the community if there are any
material changes to the policies.

Thank you for doing your part to help our community
reduce the spread of easily transmittable respiratory
ilinesses. We look forward to the start of the spring
semester and to seeing you soon.

Sincerely,
The Campus Operations Team: Nina Bisbee, Kim

Cassidy, Kari Fazio, Cheryl Horsey, Reggie Jones,
Beth Kotarski, Julia McLaughlin, Angie Sheets
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The nine schools that make up Emory University
head into the new semester with innovative
initiatives, achievements to celebrate and a full slate
of engaging speakers and events.
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Here’s a roundup of what’s new and noteworthy, as
listed by each school.

Candler School of Theology

Faculty promotions: Candler will open the new
semester with Spring Convocation on Jan. 10, where
faculty members Antonio Alonso, Susan Hylen and
Joel LeMon will be installed in named
professorships. Ted A. Smith, Charles Howard
Candler Professor of Divinity and associate dean of
faculty, will give the convocation address.

Heritage Month: Throughout February, Candler’s
Black Student Caucus and Advancement and
Alumni Engagement office will host events for
Heritage Month, which this year carries the theme
“Blackness Unfiltered.” The month will culminate
with the 13th annual Heritage Ball. Proceeds from
the ball support the Erskine-Smith-Moseley
Scholarship Endowment at Candler, which honors
three of the school’s first Black faculty and provides
students from Candler’s Black Church Studies
program with scholarships and stipends to support
their theological education. This year’s Heritage Ball
will also honor one of the scholarship’s namesakes,
Professor of Theology and Ethics Noel L. Erskine,
who will retire at the end of the academic year after
46 years on Candler’s faculty.

Upcoming events: On March 22, Jonathan Tran,
associate professor of philosophical theology and
George W. Baines Chair of Religion at Baylor
University, will present a lecture offering theological
reflections on racial capitalism from a transpacific
perspective. And from March 28-30, the school will
host the 2023 Bandy Preaching Conference with the
theme “Read the Room: Context Matters,” featuring
special guests Thomas G. Long, Bandy Professor
Emeritus of Preaching at Candler; Cheryl Townsend
Gilkes, MacArthur Professor Emerita of African
American Studies and Sociology, Colby College;
and Howard-John Wesley, pastor of Alfred Street
Baptist Church in Alexandria, Virginia.

Emory College of Arts and Sciences

New minors: Starting this semester, Emory College
students now have the option to minor in business as
part of an academic collaboration between the
College and Goizueta Business School. A new minor
in public policy and analysis, housed in the
Department of Political Science, also launches this
spring.

Innovative faculty: Chandra L. Ford, a leading
scholar in the fields of racism, social justice and
public health, joins the Emory University faculty this
month as a professor holding joint appointments in
Emory College’s Department of African American

Studies and in the Department of Behavioral, Social
and Health Education Sciences at the Rollins School
of Public Health. Ford is the first faculty member to
receive a joint appointment between Emory College
and the Rollins School of Public Health. She joins an
outstanding cohort of more than 50 new faculty
appointed in the College this year.

Sophomore Summit: The Pathways Center will
host its inaugural Sophomore Summit Feb. 17-18 at
Camp Twin Lakes in Rutledge, Georgia. This free,
overnight career retreat provides all Emory
sophomore students from the Atlanta and Oxford
campuses a safe space to connect with peers, hear
from professors and alumni, and discover concrete
next steps for their future. Registration is now open.

Additional Pathways Center initiatives beginning
this spring include a NYC Career Trek focused on
business, visual arts and performing arts; the Media
and Entertainment Pathways Scholars Program in
Los Angeles; and the Summer Internship Fund,
awarding undergraduate students up to $4,000 for
summer internships. More information can be found
on the Pathways Center website.

Goizueta Business School

Online Evening MBA: This fall, Goizueta Business
School announced a new, fully online format of its
Evening MBA program. Ranked 11th in the nation
and 1st in Georgia by U.S. News & World Report,
Goizueta is the highest-ranked part-time MBA
program to offer a fully online option.

MS in business analytics: Starting in fall 2023, the
MS in Business Analytics (MSBA) will expand its
options to the current full-time MSBA by offering a
new Al in Business track. Goizueta will also launch
the MS in Business Analytics for Working
Professionals (xMSBA), a degree exclusively
designed for professionals currently working in the
data, IT and analytics fields.

BBA new curriculum and minor: After a five-year
process of extensive review, a newly imagined
Goizueta undergraduate curriculum will roll out in
January 2023. Goizueta will also offer a business
minor to Emory College students, comprised of the
foundations core and introductory knowledge in
each of the five functional fields of business.

Innovations in teaching: Goizueta’s teaching
innovations have transformed the traditional
classroom with virtual and augmented reality,
artificial  intelligence (Al) and holographic
capabilities. The new “Difficult Conversations”
experience allows students to learn effective
interpersonal conflict resolution strategies using
virtual reality headsets.
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New faculty focused on Al: This January, Emma
Zhang joins Goizueta’s faculty team, continuing her
research on the development of statistical methods
and theory for high-dimensional networks, graphs,
tensors and point processes. Her work in the Al space
has direct applications in business, social sciences,
biology and medicine.

Nell Hodgson Woodruff School of Nursing

New, state-of-the-art building: During fall
semester, the School of Nursing celebrated the
opening of the Emory Nursing Learning Center, a
$20.6 million, 70,000-square-foot hub for state-of-
the-art simulation and professional development in
downtown Decatur.

Top ranking: U.S. News & World Report ranked the

school’s Bachelor of Science in Nursing program No.

2 in the nation. The school now has three top-10
programs.

Milestones: The Emory Nursing Learning Center
became home to the world’s first commercial
installation of HAL S5301, an advanced
interdisciplinary  patient  simulator  with Al
capabilities.

Grant announcement: The Health Resources and
Services Administration awarded the school four
grants totaling more than $11.8 million for work in
health delivery and training programs serving areas
of Atlanta, the state of Georgia and the Southeast.

National honors: The Friends of the National
Institute of Nursing Research awarded School of
Nursing faculty four of their five national awards, an
unprecedented achievement. The National League
for Nursing recognized the school as a Center of
Excellence. The school welcomed two more faculty
to the American Academy of Nursing, increasing the
number of AAN Fellows in the school to 44.

Center milestones: The school launched a new
Center for Healthcare History and Policy and
celebrated the 20th anniversary of the Lillian Carter
Center for Global Health and Social Responsibility.

Lo i) WIESe
Semester systems in U.S. colleges
Health and safety policies x university

New faculty: The Lillian Carter Center for Global
Health and Social Responsibility named Jacob
Kariuki assistant director for global health research.
He will drive innovation in global initiatives,
particularly in Africa, and serve as an associate
professor.

Oxford College

Incoming class: This January, Oxford welcomes its
second-ever Spring Start cohort, a diverse group of
approximately 50 students. Many of them spent the
fall pursuing real-world experiences such as
traveling or working in a field relevant to their
studies, and they bring a fresh perspective to
Oxford’s already dynamic student body.

Oxford principles and student flourishing: As part
of an emphasis on student flourishing, Interim Dean
Ken Carter has sought to reignite in-person
community by focusing on one of Oxford’s six core
principles each month. These principles —
belonging, care, accountability, presence, learning
and identity — encourage the entire community to
create a space where students can learn, grow and
excel. With a new principle highlighted every month,
students have been reflecting on how they express
these values and how they encourage each other to
succeed. See these firsthand student accounts and
read more about #OxPrinciples on the Oxford
website.

Women’s tennis wins national title: For the seventh
consecutive year, the Oxford women’s tennis team
took home the trophy for the NJCAA DIl Women's
Tennis National Championship. Congratulations to
the 2022 team and the program as a whole for its
incredible run of sustained success. To read about the
exciting moments from this year’s championship,
check out the stories on the Oxford Athletics
webpage and the Oxford home page.

*Omitting information on graduate school programs.
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