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TITLE : 15 US Universities Hosting Most

International Students in 2021/22 Academic Year
Erudera / January 25, 2023

Nearly one million students coming from more than
200 countries studied at higher education institutions in
the United States in 2021/22 academic year, an increase
of four percent compared to a year earlier when the
United States suffered a loss of international students
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
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A total of 948,519 international students were enrolled
at a US college or university over the past year, the
“Open Doors Report on International Educational
Exchange” published by the Institute of International
Education (IIE) and the Department of State’s Bureau
of Educational and Cultural Affairs, has revealed
Erudera.com reports.

According to the report, 15 US higher education
institutions with the most international students in
2021/22 were:



1. New York University — 21,081 international
students

2. Northeastern University — Boston — 17,836

3. Columbia University — 16,956

4. University of Southern California — 15,729

5. Arizona State University — Campus Immersion —
15,293

6. University of Illinois - Urbana-Champaign —

12,833
7. Boston University — 11,798
8. University of California - San Diego — 11,279
9. Purdue University — West Lafayette — 11,198
10. University of California - Los Angeles — 10,990
11. University of California — Berkeley — CA 10,664
12. University of Michigan — Ann Arbor — 9,349
13. Pennsylvania State University - University Park —
9,313
14. University of Washington Seattle — 8,682
15. Carnegie Mellon University Pittsburgh — 8,196
Other institutions hosting thousands of international
students include Georgia Institute of Technology, John
Hopkins University, University of California — Irvine,
University of Texas — Dallas, and University of
Wisconsin — Madison.

China and India remain the top sources of international
students in the US, but last year there was a nearly nine

percent decline in Chinese students nationwide,
whereas the number of students from India increased
by 19 percent. A total of 290,086 Chinese students
attended US higher education institutions in the
2021/22 school year representing 30.6 percent of the
total international student body.

On the other hand, 199,182 Indian students were spread
in different US states last year, meaning Indians
accounted for 21.0 percent of all international students
at US colleges and universities,

South Korea ranks the third biggest source country of
international students in the US, next to China and India,
sending in absolute numbers 40,755 students to the
United States, a slight increase of 3.2 percent compared
to 2020/21. A large increase of almost 60 percent was
seen in students from Germany, up from 5,364 students
in 2020/21 to 8,550 in 2021/22.

In the 2020/21 academic year, 914,095 people studied
in the United States, a 15 percent decrease compared to
2019/20, when international college enrollment totaled
1,075,496 students.
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TITLE: What International Students Should
Know About Online U.S. Universities
U.S. News / January 25, 2023

While an online university may not be for everyone,
there are benefits to choosing this path, such as
flexibility and convenience.

For many prospective international students, deciding
to attend a U.S.-based online university is the first step
in the path toward completing an undergraduate or
graduate degree. But finding the right fit is important.

“There are so many options, sometimes it can feel

overwhelming. But the good news is that many large,
established universities now have online programs,”
says Evangeline Cummings, senior assistant provost at
the University of Florida Online. “These universities
have track records, reputations and programs that you
can research, learn more about and engage with your
questions.”

International students considering an online university
should do their research and make sure to consider the
following:

Reputation.

Accreditation.

Cost.

Acceptance of an online degree at home.

Job placement.

Student services and support.

Reputation

An online institution's reputation is an important
factor to consider, experts say.

Often, top schools that already have a solid reputation
and legacy have also developed thoughtful and
deliberate online extensions and pathways, ensuring a
great online program, Cummings says.

Students can start by familiarizing themselves with the
top universities, she says, and exploring their
programs and whether online pathways are available
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for international applicants, such as through the
Association of American Universities or the U.S.
News annual top colleges rankings.

Stephanie LeVan, director of the Center for Global
Education at Charleston Southern University in South
Carolina, notes that while looking at rankings is
important, students should also look holistically at
other factors, including student feedback.

“Ask students about their experience,” LeVan says.

“Do the faculty members respond to questions in a
timely manner, are the lessons engaging, do online
students receive other support through the library,
student success center, etc. as on-ground students?”

Pamela Toney, president of Colorado State
University—Global, says along with an online
school’s reputation, she advises students to “consider
the success of the institution’s alumni, the experience
and training of its faculty members to teach online
courses, and the university’s experience and history in
delivering online programs.”

Accreditation

Prospective international students should check school
websites to ensure an online college is accredited,
which means that a school and degree program have
been examined by a recognized authority and meet
rigorous U.S. educational standards.

Accreditation information can also be found on the
U.S. Department of Education’s Database of
Accredited Postsecondary Institutions and Programs.

"We want our online students to have the same world-
class education they would get had they completed a
program on our main campus in the U.S.,” says Gerry
McCartney, retired executive vice president for
Purdue Online, the online education initiative of
Purdue University in Indiana.

Accreditation is important for other reasons. For
example, LeVan says it may affect the ability to



transfer credits to other colleges.

Additionally, McCartney says, employers may require
applicants to have received a degree from an
accredited school or program, and accreditation can be
a factor in corporate tuition reimbursement.

Cost

The price tag of an online university program should
be considered, including how the cost compares to
attending a brick-and-mortar school.

Most schools provide their tuition costs, including
online tuition, on the financial aid or admissions page
of their websites. Tuition and fees vary from program
to program, sometimes even within the same
institution, so review the information for the specific
program you’re interested in, experts say.

While international students are not eligible for most
state or federal financial aid, some online schools may
provide tuition discounts. For example, Purdue Global
offers a 25% tuition reduction for eligible
international students, according to the school's
website. Books and course materials are included in
the price of tuition for all of the school's
undergraduate degree programs.

International students may also eligible for some
scholarships. Experts advise international students to
contact a school's financial aid office and use
scholarship search tools like InternationalStudent.com
to find opportunities.

Applicants should also seek out help if needed. Marc
Embler, associate vice president of academic affairs
and dean of the College of Adult and Professional
Studies at Charleston Southern, says applicants have
access to enrollment and financial aid counselors via
email, phone or text to help navigate the costs.

Acceptance of an Online Degree at Home
International students should also research whether
their home-country government accepts online
degrees and considers a specific program valid,
experts say.

"Although online education is increasing in both
acceptance and popularity globally, not all countries
accept online degrees," LeVan notes. "Additionally,
because countries are now competing for students
globally, some countries have more protective policies
to prioritize their own national online programs in
higher education."

International students who have received home-
country government funding or scholarships should
check to make sure that online coursework is allowed,
Cummings says. International students receiving
grants or scholarships from the U.S. would likely not
have such restrictions, she adds.

In addition, many countries have their own criteria for
degree recognition, LeVan says, so students should
ensure their country of residence will recognize their
online degree.

"International students should understand that
programs built for U.S. universities are based on U.S.
standards, and those standards may not apply in other
countries," Berry says.

For example, health information management
programs in the U.S. are based on U.S. standards for
the management of medical records, medical billing
and medical coding, she says. "Other countries may
use very different systems and processes, so the
information in that type of degree program might not
apply in another country.™

Job Placement

Employment is another important factor when
considering attending a degree program at an online
university.

“One of the ways to look at the likelihood of job

success after graduation is to look at the programs that
a school implements while you are still a student,”
LeVan says. “Does the institution prioritize
internships? Are internships eligible for credit? Is the
career center available for online students as well as
on-ground students?”

Cummings advises directly asking job-placement
questions, including data on student employment rates
after graduation, to schools of interest before deciding
whether to apply.

“The success of the graduates of a program should

be evident and shared widely by the program, and you
can find alumni stories and student stories featured on
a top program's website and social presence,”
Cummings says.

She also recommends researching the reach of a
university's alumni and using tools like LinkedIn to
see how a program's graduates in your field of interest
have fared jobwise.

Student Services and Support

It's also important to research an online school's level
of support for online students, such as counseling,
tutoring, career resources and tech support.

Many online schools, like Arizona State University
and Pennsylvania State University—World Campus,
have webpages devoted to international students with
links to their support services.

"l always let online students know they have access to
all the (same) support services as a traditional on-
campus student," says Embler. "That includes the
writing center, tutoring center, career center, library,



etc."

Student support can be a make-or-break factor in
success, McCartney says. "If you're shopping for an
online program, this is an area you should explore and
consider closely."

He says Purdue tries to make technical and academic

support easy for online students to access through the
school's web portal, email, call center and chat feature
with expert enrollment advisers.

Support can also come from connecting with other
international and online students. Cummings says UF

Online offers a virtual student meeting place where
students can receive the latest university news and join
groups of students based on location, major or specific
classes and interest area. She says students can also
start a new group.

“Students in 2023 and beyond can now get the best

of both worlds,” says Cummings. “With the right
online program, you can plug in as not just a student
but as a member of that university community and all
the benefits that come with that.”
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Over the five-week long winter break, Mehmet
Topal °26 enrolled in a winter session course,
ENGL 0511C: “Fantastic Places, Unhuman
Humans,” while also working shifts at the Nelson
Fitness Center. As an international student from
Turkey, Topal was one of the few students left on
campus over break.

“I knew | would stay here for a long time, and |
tried to keep myself busy,” Topal said.

Though the University offered international
students who stayed on campus during winter break
resources to enrich their residential experience,
students who spoke to The Herald found it difficult
to find enjoyable activities and ways to spend their
free time over break.

As an international student from Shanghai, Yizhong
Hu °24 was unable to return to his permanent
residence due to COVID-19 restrictions for re-
entering the U.S. Starting Dec. 30 2022, The
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention ordered
all passengers traveling from China to the U.S. to
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have proof of negative COVID-19 test or
“documentation of recovery,” according to the
CDC’s website.

“My parents were worried that | might test

positive (for COVID-19) and not be able to return
to the U.S. when classes start,” said Hu. He has not
been back to China since summer of 2021.

Once winter break started, some University services
and offices paused operations, while others such as
Dining Services, Mail Services and Facilities
Requests remained available to students.

The Verney-Woolley Dining Hall was the only
dining hall open on campus during winter break.
Topal and Hu both expressed that they were
underwhelmed by the food options available to
students at the V-Dub. “I don’t eat outside
(University dining halls) at all, so I ate the same
thing every day,” Topal said. Hu, on the other hand,
“tried to eat out whenever possible.”

Students approved to stay on campus during break
“received an email from our staff on Dec. 22,
informing them of the activities and resources
available to them,” Scott Helfrich, director of
upper-division houses for residential life, wrote in
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an email to The Herald. Each student was given a
“free movie ticket to Showcase Cinemas and an

admission & concession voucher to a Men’s
Hockey game,” Helfrich added.

Students were also made aware that resources such
as the administrator on-call were available to them
at all times, according to Helfrich.

During the break, international students were also
given the opportunity to attend two “power hour”
sessions that aimed to “create a space where
students could feel empowered to ask questions and
seek guidance from the collective wisdom of the
community,” wrote International Student Program
Manager Kelsey Trimm in an email to The Herald.
According to Trimm, some of the topics discussed
during the power hour sessions included internship
opportunities and career resources.

®L- i) W IEEe
International students
Online university programs
Open Doors Report

Additionally, once the Global Brown Center for
International Students offices reopened in early
January, the Global Brown Lounge, located in
Page-Robinson Hall and known as the Globe,
became available to students.

According to Andrew Heald and Natalia Roméan
Alicea, program director and program coordinator
for the GBC, the Globe provides warm beverages,
including hot chocolate, tea and coffee, and
provides a space for students to connect.

“As soon as offices (reopened) and we restocked

the Globe,” Roman Alicea said, “We saw an influx
of students who had been here over break (who)
wanted to check in and connect with each other.”
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