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This session is presented by JAFSA *

JAFSA (Japan Network for International Education) was 
established in 1968 as a non-profit, non-governmental, 
voluntary based organization.

As of April 2023, JAFSA’s membership includes 230 
universities and 95 educational organizations.   

For more details ⇒https://www.jafsa.org/en/
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Quick Introduction



Topics for this presentation

01 Status quo
02 Latest policies on globalization of higher education
03 Implementation of the policies



Status Quo



Student Mobility of the World

The Power of International Education “Project Atlas” 「Global Mobility Trends」(2020)
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More Facts
International students' ratio

are international students
OECD average is  5% for undergraduate, 14% for master program, 
and 24% for doctoral program！

OCED.Stat “Share of International Students among all students” (2020)



…and More
Japanese universities and English programs
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undergraduate schools and 

graduate schools have classes in English 

out of those,

43
106
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Graduate schools offer whole programs in English

MEXT (2020)



Latest Policies on 
Globalization of 
Higher Education



Council for the Creation of Future Education
・In April 2023, Council for the Creation of Future

Education, chaired by Prime Minister Kishida,
formulated a new initiative "J-MIRAI."

o During this difficult time, Japan aims to take initiative for 
promoting international cooperation/collaboration and 
contribute to world peace.

o Japan will create more open and innovative society 
through student exchange and globalization of education  



Why international exchange now?
To connect the world and achieve world peace by cultivating mutual 
understanding and trust between peoples

✓

To improve higher education and create innovation through cooperation 
among students with different backgrounds and values

✓

For Japanese society to be more inclusive and competitive at global level✓



Policies for Cooperation with the U.S.A.
・MEXT held the Expert Committee on Strategic Promotion of International Student Exchange 

to discuss the policies for international exchanges by education fields and countries/regions

Cooperation with universities in the U.S.A.

〇The U.S.A. and Japan share universal values such as democracy, and our alliance is essential for Japan’s diplomacy and security.
Promoting student exchange is important to foster youth who understand both countries’ culture and develop even better 
relationship.

〇Strategic support for Japanese universities is needed to build inter-university networks with the U.S.A. as there are several 
world-leading universities and they are attracting highly competent students.

Fields to strengthen international exchange

〇Fields that Japan aims to take initiative such as solving global issues
→Environment, Agriculture, Engineering, Health, and Social Sciences

〇Fields that include science and technology and closely related to international talent mobility and circulation
→Biotechnology, AI and Information, Materials, Semiconductor, Energy, Quantum, Telecommunications, Health and Medicine, etc.

〇Fields that especially require promotion for structural transformation and sustainable growth of economy and society, 
and innovation 
→Arts and Sciences, STEAM, Engineering, DX, Information Science



Implementation
of the Policies



Inter-University Exchange Project
 MEXT supports Japanese universities that are 

developing/conducting international student exchange 
programs with partner universities in designated 
countries.

 The number of student exchange has been increased 
between the U.S.A. and Japan through these quality-
assured programs

We will launch a new project to promote cooperation 
with universities in the U.S.A. from FY 2023! 

* incl. online student exchange



Scholarships
1. International Student Scholarship

2. Student Exchange Support Program 
(Scholarship for Study in Japan under Agreement)

3. Japanese Government (MEXT) Scholarship

For international students who are permitted by the host university based on 
the inter-university agreement on student exchange and who are unable to 
participate in the program solely at their own expense

For international students who are enrolled in universities etc. and need financial 
support and are outstanding in both academic achievement and character 
reference.

Through welcoming competent international students, and fostering global 
leaders, strengthening amicable relationships with other countries as well as 
enhancing higher education in Japan.



Program for Supporting Employment
MEXT aims to promote competent international students to be employed by

Japanese companies by providing support.
MEXT funds Japanese university to create special program that integrates

Japanese language skills for business, career education (such as Japanese
business culture), and internships for international students.

Percentage of international students graduating from 
a higher education institution in Japan* who find jobs 
in Japan

31.9 35.7 40.6 42.2 44.2 48.0 47.6
39.9

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020（FY）

*excluding those who matriculate as undergraduates at 
universities

Japanese 
language 
skills for 
business

Special Program

Career 
education

Internships



Thank you for your attention 
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Experience of 
International Students and 
their career path, 
based on APU Experience
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Dean of Academic Affairs
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Attractiveness to study in Japan 
(push-pull factors)

Push and pull factors:
• High-quality study opportunities 
• Specialized study opportunities 
• Language (English as EMI, Japanese)
• Affordable cost, Part-Time Job, and Employment
• Unique Culture, Language, and Nature, Safety 



What ultimately made you decide to attend APU? 
• What ultimately made you decide to attend APU? 

Choose your first priority 
(APU international student survey 2022)

Study: Colleges programs

Cost: Scholarships

Multicultural Environment

Language Education (English ability)

Language Education (Japanese ability)

International student’s priority: Study: program 
and language
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Study abroad options

Job placement record

Domestic student’s priority:



Study program attractiveness
Ranking Accreditation



Study program: Language Education
• As students apply for APU, they can choose whether they would prefer to 

do their coursework in English or Japanese.



Scholarship



Multicultural environment 



Carrier: AY 2021 Employment Decision Rate
AY 2021 Job Offers by Industry

AY 2021 Job Offers
by Region in Japan



Beppu: Hot Spring Capital of Japan

Google map



Thank you for your attention!
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Sophia University Overview - 1
[Sophia at Glance]
✔ Located in the heart of Tokyo
✔ Founded by Jesuits in 1913 & Pioneer in International Education in Japan
✔ Number of students - 13,497: Undergraduate 12,080/Graduate 1,417) (AY2022)

✔ Number of international students -1,776（172 from U.S. ）(as of October 1,
2022）

[Worldwide Network]
✔ 400 partner institutions (80 from U.S.) from 83 countries (as of May 1, 2023)

(Exchange partners: 339 (77 from U.S.) from 62 countries)

✔ Number of exchange students – 572 (97 from U.S) (AY2022) 



Sophia University Overview -2

[Academics]
✔ Undergraduate: 9 Undergraduate Faculties, 29 Departments 

[English-based programs]
Faculty of Liberal Arts/
Science and Technology (Green Science, Green Engineering)/
Sophia Program for Sustainable Futures

✔ Graduate: 10 Graduate Schools, 25 Programs
[English-based programs]
TESOL/Global Studies/Global Environmental Studies/
Science and Technology (Green Science, Green Engineering)

✔ 1,714 English-taught courses out of 7,755 courses (22%) (AY2021)



COIL
How to overcome time difference
Flexible Class Schedule
Creativity 

Short Term/Internship
Variety of Demands
Academic Calendar

US Graduate Programs
Special Admission Frameworks for Sophia Students



QUESTIONS?



The presentation material of this session 
will be uploaded on JAFSA’s website 
soon after the conference.
https://www.jafsa.org/overseas/nafsa/nafsa2023-annual-
conference-introducing-study-in-japan/

If you have further questions, please send 
e-mail to JAFSA office, info@jafsa.org

mailto:info@jafsa.org


Please 
complete the 

session 
evaluation!
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