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Minerva University, an institution known for its global,

immersive, and purposeful approach to higher
education, has been named the most innovative

university in the world for the second consecutive year,
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according to World's Universities with Real Impact
(WURI).

Minerva continues to stand out for its innovative
project-based curriculum, immersive online platform,
and distinctly global student experience. Classes are
designed to develop students' critical thinking,
creativity, and communication skills and to equip them
with the intercultural competency and perspective to
solve global problems. Minerva students live and learn
in seven cities around the world with classmates from

nearly 100 countries.

In addition to being named number one in the overall
ranking, Minerva also ranked first in the "Industrial
Application" category for the second year in a row. The
university was also recognized in several additional
categories including "Fourth Industrial Revolution,"
"Ethical Value" and "Student Mobility and Openness."

"We are thrilled to receive this recognition from WURI
for the second year in a row," said Mike Magee,
president of Minerva University. "We remain a leader
in this space because of our unique approach to
teaching and learning and our commitment to providing
students with the skills to build a safe, sustainable, and

just future.”

WURI is an international ranking system designed to

highlight universities making a real impact on society
through their educational programs and engagement
with the broader community. The rankings aim to
promote innovation and encourage universities to think
creatively about preparing the next generation to meet
industry and societal demands. WURI is organized by
the Institute for Policy and Strategy on National
Competitiveness (IPSNC) and is supported by four
other organizations, including the United Nations
Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR).

About Minerva University:

Minerva University offers a reinvented university
experience for the brightest, most motivated students
from around the world. Minerva's undergraduate
offering combines a pathbreaking cross-contextual
interdisciplinary curriculum, the highest academic
standards, an accomplished faculty versed in the
science of learning, a global, immersive residential
experience that traverses seven countries, and a cutting-
edge digital learning environment that produces deep
and long-lasting learning. Minerva University is
accredited by the Western Association of Schools and
Colleges/Senior College and University Commission
(WSCUC).
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TITLE: Minerva University Al Research Lab
Turns Concepts into Startups
Higher Education / December 13, 2022

The Minerva University Al Research Lab has brought

together groups of students to create and pitch their
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own Al tools, with an emphasis on addressing the

ethical and technical concerns about the technology.

With the Internet currently abuzz with debate about



the technical and ethical problems with artificial
intelligence technology and “Al artist” applications
amid advances in machine learning, educators at
Minerva University have been working to help others
understand how Al technology works, as well as how
to develop it ethically and effectively. Central to these
efforts is the Masason Foundation/Minerva University
Al Research Lab, a collaborative Al research and
startup program where a select group of fellows learn
about and create Al technologies.

According to Minerva President Mike Magee, the
university first launched the lab in 2019 in partnership
with the Masason Foundation, a Japanese organization
that offers scholarships and other resources for
projects concerned with the future of civilization, with
the goal of giving students a chance to develop new
Al-based products before pitching their ideas to
investors. Magee said the program includes an
academic year of independent research and a summer
internship at Masason’s AI-focused venture capital
partner DEEPCORE Inc. in Tokyo, where students can
get firsthand experience developing and launching
new Al tools, and it has already yielded several Al-

based tech products.

Magee added that the program is unique compared to
other higher-ed startup incubators in that students,

mentors and faculty can collaborate remotely.

“Through the program, students are encouraged to
consider how Al might be brought to bear on solving
the world’s most intractable challenges,” he wrote in
an email to Government Technology. “Since its
launch, projects and startup concepts emerging from
the lab have included ideas to address challenges
around climate, nutrition, and women’s reproductive

health.”

According to an email from the university, program

activities include designing and brainstorming

sessions, mentor/mentee sessions for students to
practice being advisers and mentors for other students,
and funding-pitch sessions where students present
their ideas to panels of venture capitalists and create
market plans. The email noted that one group of
students recently developed an Al-based SAT prep
tool called MathApp, which identifies gaps in a
student’s knowledge so they can improve their SAT

scores.

As far as the types of discussions that take place at the
Minerva lab, computational sciences professor and lab
co-director Patrick Watson said educators and mentors
emphasize today’s concerns about Al technology and
its applications, as well as who is interested in those
concerns and why, in order to encourage the ethical
development of Al as machine learning tools become

more ubiquitous.

“Al trust and interpretability, Al safety, data bias and
algorithmic bias are the concerns most talked about,
and part of that is because solving these problems —
or at least appearing concerned about them — is in the
financial interest of technology companies. We hear a
lot less about how Al and machine learning put
alternative lenses on our existing values, even though
that’s more often how ethicists think about new

technologies,” Watson said.

He explained that because Al systems usually rely on
historical data patterns and algorithms, they often
make “arcane decisions that are difficult to explain in
language,” which he believes often makes it difficult
to explain how the technology works and leads to
sensationalized media coverage focusing on people’s

anxieties about Al.

“That makes it easy to write a hand-wringing think
piece about the ‘mysterious, scary robots.” But [ don’t
think the systems are particularly hard to interpret

from a mathematical or statistical standpoint. The



engineer who built the system can usually tell you
exactly what it’s doing,” he said. “Al safety, which is
the broad idea that we should try to prevent robots
from Killing all humans like they do in sci-fi movies,
is in a similar place. Scary ideas get a lot of attention
and funding because they spread more readily through

popular media.”

When it comes to algorithmic biases, Watson said,
many people tend to worry that Als and the data they
collect are not “broadly representative of diverse
perspectives or populations,” noting the problems with
facial recognition technology similar to what’s found
in some academic proctoring programs, which have
been reported to not recognize faces with darker skin

tones.

“We can never collect ‘enough’ data to represent the
dynamic, changing and unstable world we live in. But
established actors like tech companies work to combat
data bias, not to make things more just or fair per se,
but because it helps their market share to sell their
products to people from lots of different backgrounds
and perspectives,” he said. “One of the things that |
think is interesting about Al is that it surfaces these

ethical issues.”

While it’s difficult to predict where advancements in
the field of Al will take machine learning technology
in the coming years, he noted that Al tech developers
and consumers may need to expect the unexpected. At
the same time, he said he expects the technology to
play an increasingly important role in daily operations
across industries and for a variety of uses in the years
to come as it advances, and as society pushes to make
Al-based educational programs and products more

commonplace.

Despite the uncharted territory, Watson said he’s
optimistic about the future of Al technology and its

potential for social good.

“I think more and more people will work directly with
Al technologies in the next decade. That said, those
technologies will not look very spectacular. This push
will focus on the large number of functions that are
required for doing all kinds of things but are generally
not part of our usual conception of ‘intelligent
behavior,”” he said, adding that he expects more jobs

to involve some sort of Al technology.

Watson said one of the useful things about Al is that

it’s relatively unresponsive to social opprobrium.

“The bots generally see patterns in data pretty clearly.
If they’re behaving outrageously, that’s a reflection of
the environment they’re created in. This is often a
positive thing, because it makes it hard for someone to
simultaneously have the technical power that derives
from these new Al technologies, and power derived
from traditional networks of wealth and social
connections,” he said. “I’'m looking forward to a world
where technical skills are a source of influence beyond
those traditionally embedded in social networks. The

big issue, of course, is access and education.”

Magee said the university hopes to spread discussions
such as these, and activities similar to the lab’s, to
other institutions interested in establishing their own
Al development-centered programs. He said Minerva
is working with partners across the world in the hopes
of launching similar lab models in other industry
sectors, such as sustainability and geopolitics, moving

forward.

“Minerva would like to expand this successful
approach to project-based learning to enable students
to develop and incubate ethical, practical and real
solutions to the world’s most pressing issues and

innovations,” he wrote.
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TITLE: Netflix Co-CEO Reed Hastings Donates
$20 Million to San Francisco’s Minerva University
Variety / January 12, 2023

Netflix founder and co-CEO Reed Hastings is
donating $20 million to Minerva University, styled
as a next-generation institution of higher education.

Founded in 2012 with $25 million in venture capital
from Benchmark, San Francisco-based Minerva
University is a U.S. accredited non-profit university
with more than 600 students and nearly 600 alumni.
With Hastings’ $20 million grant, the school plans
to “support students with high financial need with
scholarships,” boost awareness and enrollment, and

expand existing offerings to students and create
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new ones ranging from academic programs to lab
and research initiatives, Minerva University said.
Hastings’ prior donations to Minerva supported

four-year scholarships for nearly 100 students.

“I am excited to support Minerva into its next phase
of global growth,” Hastings said in a statement.
“This gift is intended to set Minerva on a trajectory
towards educating many more thousands of students
from around the world and dramatically increasing
its positive impact.”

Hastings has a long track record as an educational
philanthropist. In 2020, Hastings and his wife, Patty
Quillin, gave $120 million to Spelman College,
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Morehouse College and the United Negro College
Fund for scholarships to historically Black colleges
and universities. Last year, the couple donated $10
million to Tougaloo College, an HBCU in
Mississippi. Hastings and Quillin have supported
the KIPP Foundation, which runs a national
network of tuition-free charter schools serving low-
income communities of color.

Minerva touts its undergraduate program as
combining “a pathbreaking cross-contextual
interdisciplinary curriculum” with an immersive
residential experience that spans seven countries
along with a “cutting-edge digital learning
environment.” The university’s graduate degree
programs incorporate a similar approach to
learning. Minerva University is accredited by the
Western Association of Schools and
Colleges/Senior College and University
Commission (WSCUC).

Hastings commented, “Minerva graduates have a

*L-otHmY \WiIEEe

Minerva University

depth of global cultural understanding, intellectual
skills that cross disciplines, and problem-solving
abilities unique to higher education. | see incredible
potential for Minerva University to increase its

positive impact in the world.”

Minverva president Mike Magee said in a
statement, “I am honored that Reed Hastings
recognizes the uniqueness of our approach at
Minerva University and how we educate students to
have a profoundly positive impact on the world.
Reed deeply supports access to quality education
for all students, and this incredibly generous gift
validates our efforts to provide global higher

education for a better world.”

Hastings currently has a net worth of about $3.4
billion tied to his holdings in Netflix stock. He
graduated from Maine’s Bowdoin College with a
bachelor’s degree in mathematics in 1983. He holds
master’s degree in artificial intelligence from

Stanford University.
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